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In Our Care 
Life in da Shelter 

by Patricia Newby, EBAS Director 
  

         I lived in a different county with a whole bunch of  
         felines, some of them I kinda liked, others not so much. 
         Then, one of the humans died, and the other, they said  
         she was overwhelmed.  I’m not sure what that means.   
         We had food, and we could hide in some pretty creative 
         places.  We didn’t go to the vet’s office, or get shots  
         and stuff, but she loved us to the best of her ability. 

So, the shelter in our county didn’t have the capacity to handle us?  What does that 
mean?  I dunno, we were a wild and wooly group, I suppose.  But our other person 
needed to move, so this lady Patricia rounded up a group of people and it was a 
roundup of felines.  I was one of them.  They say it takes a village, well let me tell 
you, it took a well laid out (sometimes sheer luck) plan. 

Lots of people stepped up: Denise, Bonnie, Mark, Linda, Becki, oh and I think 
Patricia helped, too.  So here I am . . . a black cat learning how to not hide, how to be 
friendly and engage.  I know, go figure.  I have even been to the vet.  Wow!  Not 
something I want to do every day. I’ve learned to play with toys, purr, and I like 
treats.  Seriously, I’m kinda digging this shelter thing. 

So, a few of my friends are still scaredy cats . . . LOL, see what I did there?  I made a 
joke. But me, I am coming around.  I think I am almost ready for adoption.  Someone 
who would give me time and a tad bit of space and treats.  Oops, I might have 
mentioned that before.  By the way, my name is Cole, oh and you might want to 
consider my friend Dusty.  We sorta play well together.   



ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS! 
  
If you find that you have an hour or two to spare during the summer and winter/spring breaks, think about giving 
back to your community by helping out the Eva Burrell Animal Shelter! 

You could help by walking dogs, which in turn gives our regular volunteers time to work with the dogs in the yard. 
There are different pathways to walk the dogs and it's great exercise! And, if walking isn’t your thing, sometimes 
we have dogs that love car rides. 

If you're not a dog person, there are many ways to help our cats too. You can cuddle kittens, help socialize cats by 
reading to them, sit in the room and talk to them, and/or engage the cats in play with a laser light. 

It doesn't have to be a long-term commitment. If this is something you would like to do, please stop by the shelter 
and tell us how you would like to help. 

Thank you! 
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In Memory 

 
 

*Baron* – Shelter Friends 
*Ben* – Lynn Olson 
*Butch* – Patricia Newby 
*Chuck* – Terry Lane and Jean  
   Melching 
*Eddie* – Susanne Barr 
*Elmer* – Sigrid Doyle 
*Golias* – The UP North Family 
*Holly* – Jodi 
*Homer* – Joseph and Jane Barnes 
*Katie* – Glen and Gloria Hansen 
*Koi* – Beverly Handel 
*Lilly* – Elizabeth and Mark Hayes  
*Marley* – A Friend 
*Martha* – Caroline Staples 
*Max*, *Maggie* and *Rocky* –  
   Dan Sheila Reed 
*Molly* – Nan Spawr-Seaton 
*Pip* – Northern Tails Gang 
 

*Peanut Putnam* – Valorie  
   Putnam 
*Sammy* – Beverly Handel 
*Shelby* – Roger and Nancy Irie 
*Sunny* – Kathryn Ellsworth 
Ann LaLonde – Anna Sjogren 
Bob Forry – Manistique Lodge  
   Loyal Order of Moose, John and  
   Melissa Males, Ryan and  
   Jacqueline Chartier, Terry Lane  
   and Jean Melching, William and 
   Gayle Tufnell, Gerald and Lana  
   Renk, Robert and Cathy Tufnell 
Calvin Johnson and Mary Glenn    
Weaver – Family 
Howie Lyons – Shelter Friends  
Edwin and Doris DeMars – Family 
Connie Lange – Shelter Friend 
Doug Minton – Judy Pokrywki 
 
 
 
 

Dave and Bert Smith – Patricia  
   Newby, Bobbi Avery and Randy  
   Newby 
Eva Noteboom – Anna, Karin and 
   Elsa 
Eva Osterhout – Michael Farley,  
   Mary and Henry Weber 
Gabi Walter – Judy Pokrywki 
Guerda Frenette – EBAS Board of  
   Directors 
Jan and Leon Thompson – A Friend 
Marie Arlene White – Linda and Bill 
   Eimerman 
Mary (Neadow) Levine and 
*Snickers* – Deb Neadow 
Mary Nellie – Tom and Phyllis Burge 
Tammy Veitengruber – Janice and  
   James Hooker, Kristi King,  
   Pinconning, Class of 1979 
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Happy Tales about Happy Tails 
Millie 

by Susanne Barr  
  

          Sometimes an animal comes into the shelter with such a nasty disposition  
          you start to wonder if maybe “Cujo” or “Pet Sematary” were based on true  
          stories. When one such cat arrived, I was told this tiny black cat was so  
          mean that it was nearly impossible to move it 15 feet from the quarantine  
          room to the cat condos.   
          Since nobody wants to adopt a cat that is channeling the spirit of Ted  
          Bundy, I (and other dedicated volunteers) spent time working with it. The 
          cat started to make progress when we discovered its fondness for laser  
          lights. Eventually it would come close but it was still untouchable. I named 
          it Millie even though nobody knew if it was male or female. After a while, 

Patricia, the Shelter Manager, suggested it was time to move it into the cat room. There were two kittens in 
there already and we thought this may be good for all of them. We had a plan. This time I would move the 
cat and Patricia would get the door. With a prayer and a piercing cat scream, the cat was moved.  
Millie immediately ran to a litterbox, laid down and gave us a terrifying glare. This cat wasn’t content sitting 
in the corner. Staring hatefully, it started to attack. Patricia quickly escaped the room. The kittens were 
terrified and I was losing hope. Armed with a water spray bottle, Patricia re-entered the room to re-assess the 
situation. The kittens would have to move to another room. 
Over the next few days Millie became quite affectionate. So affectionate that we realized this cat was indeed 
female and in heat. Normally we wait for females to be out of heat before being spayed. It this case, Patricia 
called the Thompson Vet Clinic and said, “if you value the life of your staff, you will get this cat spayed 
ASAP while she’s friendly.” Thankfully they were able to fit her in quickly.  
In the meantime, Patricia and I discussed Millie’s future. If Millie did not make progress, there was a high 
probability she would be euthanized. There was still time before we had to decide. But at some point, if she 
continued to attack humans, scare other cats and be miserable, this would not be a great quality of life for 
her. We had to consider what was in her best interest.  
I was afraid for Millie and cared deeply for her. I really wanted her to succeed and be adopted, but not by me. 
I didn’t want another cat. With much thought, prayer and tears, I decided to foster her. I thought this would 
be her best option. I set up a spare bedroom, complete with an automatic laser light, and brought her home 
after her surgery. 
Who would have guessed that underneath all of the aggression and false bravado was an amazing cat? It took 
a few months but Millie did come around. She follows me around the house and greets me at the door when I 
come home. Millie likes being petted, eating homemade baby food and chasing her laser light. She is fun, 
quirky and loving. I officially adopted her April 9, 2021.  

The Paw Pact . . . 
It means when you adopt me you will love me for my whole life NO MATTER WHAT. 

  When you move you will take me with you. When you have a baby you won’t give me up.  
If you get another pet, you will still love me. 

THE PAW PACT = FOREVER 
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Thank You! 
 
 
 
 
 

Laurie Rubick 
Leonard Baynton 
Linda Boisclair 
Linda DeKeyser and Kyle 
DeKeyser 
Linda Zellar 
Lynn Olson 
Marjorie Diedrich 
Mary Lou and John Arnold 
Melissa Sheldon 
Michael Brock 
Michelle Garcia 
Mrs. Lacey's 4th Graders 
Nancy Kreuzwieser 
Network for Good 
Patricia Bonham 
Patrick O'Leary 
Pay Pal Giving Fund 
Petique 
Richard and Karen Zyczynski 
Robert and Gina Lindquist 
Ron and Cheryl Lohse 
Ronald and Mary Jane Callison 
Sandra Derousha 
Scott and Diana Arnest 
Sharon and Robert Kovach 
Shuba Samuel 
Thomas and Gloria Tereshinski 
TisBest Philanthropy 
Tom and Diane Koval 

Dick and Elgie Seibert 
Doug and Ginny Smith 
Dr. Renee Coyer 
Elaine Sheehan 
Elizabeth Clark 
Elsa Couch 
Everyone who walks for WoofTrax 
Francis Schwantner 
Fred and Bea Stephenson 
Gary and Kathy Lyons 
Gary Swayer 
Gordon Johnson 
IBM Employee Services 
James Ostlund 
Jan Jeffcott 
Jane Turner 
Jodie Barker 
John and Kathy Perkins 
John Heimerl 
Jon Bintner & Saint Francis 
Catholic School Third Grade Class 
Judith Bridges 
Karen McLaughlin 
Kate Corum 
Kathy and Michael Tryan 
KC and Louise McAlpin 
Keith and Debra Parshall 
Kittie Fairbrother 
Larry and Sandy Wozny 
Laura Lee Tegtman 
 

Donations 
 Charles Knapp 
A. Stephen Haarman 
Addie Irving 
Amy and Bob Dravland 
Anna Sjogren 
Anthony Wright 
Audrey Aydlott 
Avery Sontheimer & Avery's 
Pawsitive Change 
Barbara and Kenneth Collum 
Ben and Alice Carley 
Bert and Christine Koski 
Betty Leonard 
Beverly Handel 
Bobbi Jo Potvon 
Buck and Peggy Garland 
CAF America 
Cassie Nelson and Krystie 
Rantanen 
Christi Palmer 
Christina Hammill 
Claudia Ison 
Daniel and Berthenia Allison 
Darryl and Kathy Peterson 
David and Anne Stanski 
David and Peggy Groleau 
Debbie Finton 
Dennis and Becky Pritchard 
Dennis and Bernardine Badal 
 

Emmett Emmett 



Hearts of Gold 
by Samantha Tennyson 

  
I would like to take a moment to thank and recognize some very special young ladies who demonstrated that no 
matter your age, you can be driven and full of purpose for the greater good of others. This past school year, four of 
Mrs. Lacey Agawa’s fourth-graders came up with a wonderful idea of creating artwork and selling it for the 
purpose of donating the proceeds to a charity of their choice. Together they were able to raise $66.16, which they 
decided to donate to EBAS. 

At the very affordable cost of just a few pennies each, this was a lot of masterpieces to create! While that was so 
generous, even more remarkable was that they thought of our little shelter. I was fortunate enough to spend some 
time with the girls, their teacher and their mothers, and could immediately see why their compasses are pointed in 
such a kind direction. I hope they had as much fun as I did showing them the shelter with some of its residents, and 
to talk a little bit about what we do for our animals. I hope I have inspired some of them to come back and spend 
more time with us as volunteers when they are a little older (or accompanying their moms, now . . . hint, hint). We 
are always looking for good-hearted individuals to share their time and help our fur babies find their forever 
homes. 

So . . . a big thank you to their mothers and teacher, Mrs. Lacey Agawa, for guiding their lights, and a huge shout 
out to Brooke, Aleah, Macie, and Kambriah. 😊  We can’t thank you enough; your kindness is an inspiration to all 
of us! 

Have you lost a pet or found a stray? 
 Eva Burrell Animal Shelter          (906) 341-1000    Mstq. Public Safety  (906) 341-2133 
 Sheriff   (906) 341-2122    WTIQ Radio   (906) 341-1490 
 State Police   (906) 341-2101    Thompson Vet. Clinic                   (906) 341-2813 
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Neuter or not?  That is the question…. 
In the United States, non-altered dogs are a rarity.  Only about 30% of pet dogs in the country are not neutered, 
according to the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), while the American Pet Products Association’s 
owner surveys estimate around 20%.  The percentage of dogs that receive an alternate procedure -- such as a 
vasectomy or hysterectomy, which sterilizes the dog while sparing the hormone-producing reproductive organs -- are 
so few that it does not feature as an option in the pet product association’s polls. 

Currently, a long-held opinion that responsible owners must always remove their pets’ reproductive organs may be 
starting to shift, as a growing body of research finds that neutering can increase the risk of cancer, obesity, and joint 
problems, and as pet owners look to other countries with different ideas. 

Some studies, such as one published in 2013, have found that early neutering increased the risk of several cancers, 
including hemangiosarcoma, in golden retrievers.  These studies have started to chip away at the default position of 
neutering all dogs.  In 34 additional dog breeds, researchers have found that early neutering increased the risk of joint 
disorders and cancers in many larger dogs, although the effects varied widely by breed and were often ameliorated 
by waiting until the dog was older.  Smaller dogs saw little increased risk.  

Despite the rigid dogma being taught at many veterinary schools that all dogs get neutered at six months of age, the 
AMVA’s current opinion is that “there is no single recommendation that would be appropriate for all dogs when it 
comes to neutering.” Canine cognition experts note that hormones produced by the gonads are not just involved in 
reproduction, but also in growth, musculature, and the brain.  Estrogen, for instance, is implicated in learning and 
memory function, and progesterone can play a role in inflammation in the case of injury.  Neutering almost certainly 
reduces sex drive, and it will often improve behaviors such as mounting or marking but there is little evidence to 
suggest that it reduces aggression.   Research has found that only about 25% of male dogs neutered for aggression 
saw an improvement in their behavior, and other studies have found evidence that neutering can increase aggression 
and fearfulness in some dogs.  

Widespread neutering is not the default everywhere.  In some parts of Europe, it is considered unnecessary, cruel, 
and abusive.  German pets are only neutered 43% of the time and estimates in Sweden are as low as 10%.  Norway’s 
animal welfare prohibits neutering in most cases.  Dogs in these countries are left intact, and it is up to the owners to 
ensure that they do not mate.  In France, neutering is regarded as something close to abuse.   

In the United States, in contrast, neutering your dog has long been a badge of responsible pet ownership.  Many 
boarding centers, dog parks and apartment buildings require pets to be neutered.  At least 31 states and the District of 
Columbia require that shelters alter dogs before adopting them out, according to the AVMA. The strong social 
pressure in favor of neutering in the US is in part a result of the work of humane societies and activists who have 
fought since the 1970’s to reduce the population of unwanted dogs.  That campaign has been a huge success.  Studies 
have found that about 13.5 million cats and dogs were killed in shelters in 1973.  Today, that number is about 1.5 
million, according to the ASPCA.   

Many dog owners in the US never confront the question of whether to spay or neuter their pets.  Neutering is 
standard practice in rescue organizations and shelters, where about 36% of owners obtain their dogs.  An additional 
19% of owners buy their dogs from breeders, who are also likely to require that the animals be altered.   

Leaving a dog intact comes with certain dangers, especially for female dogs who are at risk for pyometra, an 
infection of the uterus that can be life-threatening.  This risk can be ameliorated if the uterus is removed but it can be 
hard to find a veterinarian to perform that surgery, which is not widely taught in veterinary schools.  Female dogs 
that are never spayed, or that are spayed after their first heat, are also at higher risk for mammary cancer.   

Continued on page 7 
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Thompson Veterinary Clinic 
G. Hoholik, DVM - T. Gustafson, DVM - H. Way, DVM  

Thank You to Our Benefactors!	
Jack's Fresh Market 

mBank 
Northern Tails Pet Resort 

Petique 
Thompson Vet Clinic 

Tractor Supply 



Did you know that you can have your Amazon online shopping benefit EBAS . . . at NO additional cost to you? 
Simply go to smile.amazon.com, then register and select the Eva Burrell Animal Shelter as your designated charity. 

When you shop with AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to 
EBAS. Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products 
marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile Donation” on their product detail pages. 

And, if you’ve already selected EBAS as your AmazonSmile charity, thank you SO much for your ongoing support 
through your shopping. We really appreciate it! 
 

We continue to miss everyone as the COVID-19 pandemic continues, causing the cancellation of our regular 
events. It has been sad not to see the faces of our community at these fun and very important fund-raising events. 
We miss you and still need your support! Sending a donation isn’t as much fun as visiting together, but the need 
is still very real and has not been put on hold. Please know that we are here, fighting the good fight for the 
animals in our charge, and we hope to see you all very soon. Stay safe, be kind to one another, and thank you so 
very much for your support! 

EVENTS 
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In Honor 
EBAS Management, Staff and 
  Volunteers – Shelter Fan, Kathe 
  Nedeau, Patricia Newby, Mandy 
  and Christopher Spettel 
KS horses, cats ‘n cows – Family 
Lynn Olson – Lori Jeff and 
*Scout*, Kathe and Rick Nedeau 
 
 

*Holly* – Peter and Patty Polisse 
*Milo* – Bill and Andrea  
  Wedegartner 
*Molly* and *Jefferson* – David 
  and Elaine Allore 
*Mr. Bo Jangles* – Ronda Blank 
EBAS Board – Patricia Newby 
 
 

Nan Seaton’s Birthday – Her 
  Mom 
Riley and *Motor* – Nana 
Rosalyn and her pack – A Friend 
Trina – Patricia Newby 
 

In Honor 
Luce County Cats – Regina and  
   Heather, Anna Sjogren, Elsa  
   Couch 
Randy Newby’s Birthday –  
   Shirley Newby 
Shelter Board, Management and 
Volunteers – The Fur Babies 
 
 
 

*Lulu* – Janet Koistenen 
*Sis* and *Baby* – Arleen  
   Peterson 
Addie's Birthday – Billy and Jodi  
   Tiglas 
Jean Ammendola – Ron Pavlik 
Judy Gross – Ron Pavlik 
 
 

Thank You to Our Benefactors!	
Hardee's 

Jack's Fresh Market 
mBank 

Northern Tails Pet Resort 
Petique 

Schoolcraft Memorial Hospital 
Thompson Vet Clinic 

Tractor Supply 

Thank  
You  

to Jan Jeffcott 
for sponsoring 

this quarterly newsletter. 
We appreciate your support! 

Thank You to Our Benefactors!	
Jack’s Fresh Market 

mBank 
Northern Tails Pet Resort 

Petique 
Thompson Vet Clinic  

Tractor Supply  

NEUTER OR NOT? – continued from page 6 

Despite the cancer risks to some dog breeds, studies have found that dogs that are neutered live longer.  
Although some suggest that these studies may be biased by the fact that owners of neutered dogs are more 
willing to take their pets to the vet for other things, there could also be a biological basis for the evidence that 
finds that desexed dogs living longer.   

In the end, it is possible that there is no one right decision, a fact that should help owners relax.  We can 
never predict what will happen to an individual pet.   
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Eva Burrell Animal Shelter Mission Statement 
The Eva Burrell Animal Shelter (EBAS) believes that it has the ability and power to effect change one animal at a time. It is our goal 
to be worthy of their lives, to be enriched by their presence and not to miss the lessons they teach. We pledge to educate, to lead by 

example, to learn, to help when and where we can, to be diligent in our fundraising, and to be worthy of the trust placed in us. 
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Eva Burrell Animal Shelter 
6091W US Highway 2 

Manistique, MI 49854-9108 
906-341-1000 

                www.upebas.org or                                
shelter@upebas.org 

Yes, I want to assist the shelter in its work. My tax-deductible donation will help 
the shelter in this mission. 
 
I support the mission and would like to make a contribution of $_____________. 
 
I would like to sponsor an adoption with a contribution of $75. 
 
I would like to be a “Friend of the Shelter” and apply for membership 
   Business - $50   Family - $15   Individual - $10   Senior - $5   Student - $5 
 
Name:   ___________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

  
 Yes, I would like to be listed as a contributor in your newsletter 
  
  

Current	Resident	or	

2021#3	


